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Mrs. Calderwood—Leaving a Legacy 
When I was assigned to Good Shepherd Center 

approximately fifteen years ago, as the Christmas 

season approached, I received a phone call from 

Mrs. Calderwood. She introduced herself and  

began to explain her Christmas tradition of     

preparing individual “Christmas Gift Bags” for 

the men enrolled in our residential addiction          

recovery program. Mrs. Calderwood went into 

detail explaining that she would need the first 

name of each man so that the gifts would be    

personalized. She mentioned the various items 

she usually included in the bags and invited me to 

suggest any additions that may be needed. In her 

wisdom she mentioned that she usually included 

a pack of cigarettes stating that if a man strug-

gling with recovery and needs to smoke in order 

to get through the process let it be. He can tackle 

the smoking addiction later. I need to state here, 

after many years witnessing how difficult it is for 

individuals to embrace sobriety, I fully agree. 

 Mrs. Calderwood would usually arrive a 

few days before Christmas and supervise our 

staff as they stored the gift bags in the chapel. 

Mrs. Calderwood telephoned us in early Decem-

ber to inform us that she would like to contrib-

ute her tradition of gift bags this year but because 

of COVID-19 she wasn’t sure if she would be 

able to do much shopping. Would gift cards and 

cigarettes as well as hats and gloves be okay? She 

also wanted every man’s first name to again 

“personalize” each bag.  

 This past Christmas her family arrived with 

the gifts as Mrs. Calderwood went to her eternal   

reward in her home on December 20th at the 

age of ninety.  

 We share this story as Mrs. Calderwood is a 

wonderful example of the many individuals who 

throughout the years have so generously given in 

numerous ways. She leaves a legacy of giving that 

will live on through the joy she brought to the 

men at Good Shepherd Center.  Thank you to all 

who support us in our mission of hospitality to 

those most in need! 

—Brother Gerard Sullivan, OH 

Mrs. Calderwood 1930-2020 



A Story of Hope 
Hello, my name is Elias. I’m very grateful to be here. 

I’ve struggled with alcohol addiction, incarceration, 

and homelessness.  At the Good Shepherd Center I’ve 

transitioned to the final phase of the program and 

graduate on March 17th. Also, I’ve moved from the 

men’s dorm to the men’s Keily house; this is both a 

great privilege and experience. I have a warm,     

comfortable, and safe place to stay. I’m very blessed 

and fortunate to have breakfast, lunch, and even 

snacks on a daily basis. This treatment program has 

helped me begin to recover and it’s teaching me how 

to continue with my recovery in the future. The case 

workers here are helping with every concern and have 

also helped me obtain additional resources that bene-

fit my reintegration into society. There is structure 

here which is helping me develop good habits and 

strong work ethic. There is abundant guidance from 

all the Brothers and staff, and even from my fellow 

peers. I have access to clean facilities such as the re-

strooms and shower rooms; I’m able to have good hy-

giene. I’ve regained my dignity and now want to help 

others. I have done so in several ways already, such as 

feeding the community during our scheduled hours, 

also by expressing my difficulties and sharing how I’m 

getting through them. We all inspire each other. Some 

accomplishments I’ve made so far include substance 

abuse and addiction awareness and homelessness pre-

vention skills. I’ve reconnected with family and my 

spirituality too. 

Thank You for Your Support! 
The quality of life for the people served at Good Shepherd Center would be greatly       

diminished without the support of generous friends within the local community: 

Carl C. Anderson, Sr. and Marie Jo Anderson Chari-

table Foundation for their generous contribution. 

To The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 

Bishops’ Storehouse for their generous donation of 

food and goods. 

To Two Boys Donuts for their tasty treats. 

To all who have provided food and goods to support 

to fulfil our ministry. 

To Costco who provides us produce, baked goods, 

and other items. 

To our individual and corporate sponsors who join us 

in providing services those most in need. 



Ending homelessness is a wonderful, aspirational 
goal that, despite countless programs and resources 
over many centuries aimed at reducing or ending it, 
people experiencing homelessness not only continue 
to exist in our country today but are growing in 
numbers.  

 Yet, as society strives to attain the goal of 
ending homelessness, the men, women, and children 
experiencing homelessness need a place to be—a 
safe haven—where food, shelter, and supportive 
people and services are available. Being that safe 
haven is the 70-year history of the Good Shepherd 
Center and the legacy of our founder, Brother 
Mathias Barrett.  

 The ministry of the Good Shepherd Center 
has roots extending back almost 500 years to 
Granada, Spain, where John of God began 
ministering to the homeless. His selfless service to 
the poor, sick, and abandoned included establishing a 
shelter in which they could stay and receive care. St. 
John of God’s life and teachings—his legacy—
provided the inspiration for the founding of the 
Hospitaller Order of St. John of God, which today 
consists of 1,100 Brothers and 40,000 co-workers 
that carry out a wide range of health and social 
service activities in 52 countries on 5 continents. 
Albuquerque is very blessed to have four of the 
Brothers of the Hospitaller Order ministering to our 
community’s growing homeless population. 

 In 1951, when Brother Mathias Barrett 
arrived in Albuquerque, he had been continuing the 
legacy of John of God for many decades. He 
established the Good Shepherd Center that year 
where hospitality is expressed to our homeless and 
less fortunate guests according to his goal of: 
"Charity Unlimited" through addiction recovery, 
medical shelter, food, and clothing for those in need. 
Not satisfied with just providing services to men and 
acknowledging the growing need for shelter and 
services for homeless women and children, Brother 
Mathias also founded the Barrett House in 1985. 

Today, Barret House is the only shelter in 
Albuquerque exclusively for this particularly 
vulnerable population. Though he passed away in 
1990, Brother Mathias’ legacy endures through the 
tens of thousands of men, women, and children 
whose lives have been greatly improved, and in many 
cases even saved, by his selfless devotion to helping 
others. 

 Another aspect of Brother Mathias’ legacy 
was that he was particularly good at raising the 
money needed to sustain the Good Shepherd Center. 
In fact, it has been gifts given for future use—legacy 
gifts—often because of Brother Mathias, that have 
been critical to the Good Shepherd Center’s 70-year 
existence. And, as wonderful as it would be to end 
homelessness, we know that the Good Shepherd 
Center will still be needed for at least another 70 
years. Therefore, also needed will be legacy gifts. 

 There are many forms of legacy gifts, also 
known as planned or deferred gifts, from simple to 
complex, from easily put in place to requiring a 
longer thoughtful process. The Good Shepherd 
invites you to consider making a legacy gift. If you 
would like to learn more, contact our Director of 
Vision Resources, Michael Barndollar: email 
michael@gscnm.org; or call 505-243-2527, X 301.  

 There is an old Middle Eastern story that 
tells of a traveler who once saw an old man planting 
a carob tree. The traveler asked the man when he 
thought the tree would bear fruit. “After 70 years,” 
was the reply. “Dost thou expect to live another 70 
years and eat the fruit of thy labor?” asked the 
traveler. “I did not find the world a desolate place 
when I entered it,” said the old man, “and as my 
ancestors planted for me before I was born, so do I 
plant for those who will come after me.” 

 Everyone can leave a legacy, whether it is 
planting a tree or planting the seeds for the long-
term benefit for those most in need whom God has 
tasked the Good Shepherd Center to care for. 

Everyone Can Leave a Legacy 



Book of Life 

Rest in Peace: For Health: Special Intentions: 
James Sanchez 

Bill Coffelt 

Dermot & Marie Winters 

Julie Rowein 

Chris Spence 

Family of Kristin Haga 

Johnathan & Lucien Aibel 

Cheryl, Bruce, Madeline, and 

 Grant Christian 

 

We pray for our community every day, especially for: 

A Reflection on Hope 

Sharon Schnupp 

Beverly Anaya 

Mary Lou Armijo 

Dottie Wich 

Virginia O’Brien 

Jeannete & Ray Christian 

Daniel P. Encinas 

Charlie Villa 

Don Kramer 

 

For all those suffering from 

Coronavirus, and for a quick dis-

tribution of vaccines to prevent 

further illness and death 

I’ve always enjoyed St. Patrick’s Day, not just because I 

have an Irish background, but because St. Patrick’s Day 

reminds me that Spring is just around the corner. 

Spring can often be a reminder of brighter days ahead. 

While many of us imagine summer picnics and barbe-

cues, vacation ideas, and projects around our homes, 

many in Albuquerque don’t share this hopeful vision of 

better days ahead. 

At the Good Shepherd Center we strive daily to give 

all who come to our door the encouragement needed 

to maintain a sense of hope. To know that someone 

cares can often ignite a spirit of hope. A kind word or 

small gesture is often all that is needed. I hope we all 

can take the time this Spring and beyond to count our 

blessings and to be aware of the stranger who may on-

ly need a friendly hello or a warm smile. These small 

acknowledgements can have a tremendous impact on 

those living without hope.  

Thank you for your kind support of the Good Shep-

herd Center and the people we serve.  May this up-

coming Spring be a blessed one for all!  

—Brother Nick Foran, OH 

The Torres Family 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Baca 

Barbara Brennan 

Mary Lutz & Family 

Becky & Mary Catherine 

Michael Cagman 

Dorothy Gonzales 

Richard Newman 

Joseph Pacheco 

For prayer requests:  

gsc@gscnm.org  

Or submit a request online at: 
www.gscnm.org/contact-us 



Travel-Sized Lotion 

Travel-Sized Deodorant 

Travel-Sized Shampoo and Soap 

Razors and Travel-Sized Shaving Cream 

Toothbrushes and Travel-Sized Toothpaste  

Want to Help? 

We are unable to accept gifts of clothing other than 
New and In-Package items such as: 

Belts 

Underwear  

Undershirts/T-Shirts 

New In-package Clothing: Toiletries: 

gscnm.org 

Founded in 1951 by Brother Mathias Barrett, Good Shepherd Center is a 501

(c)3 nonprofit mission of the Hospitaller Order of St. John of God, province of 

the Good Shepherd in North America. All donations are tax deductible. 

All physical donations may be 

made at our location on Iron Ave. 

Foods Most In Need: 

Canned Corn 

Canned Tomatoes 

Canned Tuna and Meat 

Canned and Dried Beans 

Rice 

Spaghetti 

Powdered Milk 

Coffee (ground or instant) 

Twitter.com/gsc_nm 

Facebook.com/gscnm.org 
218 Iron Ave SW 

Albuquerque, NM 87102 

(505) 243-2527 

gsc@gscnm.org 

We at Good Shepherd Center respect the privacy of our friends and benefactors. Our database and mailing 

lists remain private and confidential. We do not sell, trade, or share these lists outside the Good Shepherd 

Center organization. 

If you would like to receive newsletters via email, or if you would like to direct others to the newsletter, 

please visit our website.  

We’re in need of the following items:  


