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Happy Independence Day!
From Good Shepherd Center
Celebrating 70 years of Service

An Update and Things to Come
Dear Friends of Good Shepherd Center,
It has been about six months since we last updated
you about how the Good Shepherd Center has
fared during the pandemic. Despite exceeding
CDC and New Mexico Health Department
guidelines and locking down our shelter, we had a
breakout. About half of our clients and a few staff
tested positive. Our clients were isolated in health
hotels funded by the City of Albuquerque, most
were asymptomatic or had minor symptoms, and
none were hospitalized.
Today, our residential substance abuse treatment
program and our re-establishment program are
both accepting new clients. We are looking
forward to a “full house” once again, providing life
changing programs to many more men in our
community who are homeless.
Had the Good Shepherd Center not taken
multiple steps protect our clients from the virus,
better sanitization, social distancing, required
masks, and more, the number of infections could
have been worse. Your support through the
pandemic, despite dealing with it in your own

lives, was essential in our efforts to keep everyone
safe. We cannot thank you enough!
Perhaps because of the increasing number of
people who are homeless, there have been many
people who decided to share their views of those
who are homeless, and solutions to homelessness,
with the media. One thing the letters and
commentary on internets sites have in common,
none used the word “dignity” as something a
homeless individual might care about. Yet, come
to the Good Shepherd Center and talk with the
men we serve, and they will almost all tell you
that one of the most important aspects of our
programs is that they help the individual work
toward restoring the human trait we all strive for,
homeless or not, dignity.
Your support for all the programs at the Good
Shepherd Center, including for our recent Red
Cross First Aid Training, has helped thousands of
men restore their dignity. On behalf of all the men
who came before us, and those of us working on
bettering our lives today, we thank you.

Brother Charles and Our Recently Certified Red Cross Emergency Trained Team

Life is Getting Better but...
Thanks to the advent of the vaccine the spread of
Covid-19 is diminishing in our part of the world.
Sadly this is not happening in third world
countries. The suffering in mind, body and spirit
of so many people coupled with the death of
thousands of loved ones has left many of us in
shock and grief.
One of the challenges of the Pandemic for Good
Shepherd Center has been how to continue our
services and follow the directives to avoid endangering our people's health. This necessitated
serving our daily meal to the public outside even
in the cold of Winter. Overnight shelter accommodation had to be greatly reduced to protect our
people from contagion. We are committed to continuing safe practices.
In every major life event it is helpful to ask the
question: what did I learn? One of the many
things for me has been an increased awareness of

the tremendous help we receive from the people
who support us. So many have rallied to the cause
during this stressful time.
In closing allow me to share the following reflection attributed to St. Teresa of Avila. “Christ has no
body on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes with
which he looks compassionately on this world.
Yours are the feet with which he walks to do
good. Yours are the hands with which he blesses all
the world.”
—Brother Gerard Sullivan, OH
Interested in Volunteering?
Good Shepherd Center is looking for a volunteer Driver to pick up food donations on Saturday and Sundays 8:30 am to 11:30 am. Contact
Brother Charles at:

505-243-2527 x108 or brocharles@gscnm.org

Reflections—From Eric, a GSC Guest
The name Good Shepherd came up and mention
of it being run by a group of Brothers of the cloth
and instantly my ears turned off. After a few more
days I felt pushed and intrigued about this place
and I figured I would give it a try. The Shepherd
not only provided me with my needed day to day
needs, food, shelter, etc., but it offered way more
than I signed up for. I have been able to reattach
myself to an all-but-forgotten spiritual relationship
with my God and helped me rebuild the person I
once was. With the help of the staff and Brothers
here I have made much-needed friends and have
been working to better myself with others. My
work ethics have been polished and I have been
able to work hard on my addiction.

Working with staff and the fellow clients here, I
have gained a better understanding of my addiction and how to not only accept it, but to live with
it for the rest of my now healthy life. I am looking
forward to meetings on the outside of the center.
Going to more meetings is a solid plan in my future at the center. I plan on looking for a home
group and, as reluctant as I am, a sponsor. I know
how important that is. I love being here for people, but if people take anything from what I have
learned here, just remember where you were,
where you are, and where you’re going. And that
person in front of us might be in that spot you
once stood. Take what you now know and give it
back.

30 Years of Service—Ramona
I started this amazing journey thirty years ago. I
retired and was not ready to quit being productive. I
wanted to give back to my community in a way like
no other. I took on the position of bookkeeper for the
Brothers of the Good Shepherd which turned into
wearing many hats. I have worn an HR hat, a
bookkeeper’s hat, and advisor’s hat, and general allaround go-to person in the organization. I never imagined I would still be here. Looing back I have seen
wonderful works and miracles take place. I have
witnessed the accomplishments of the Brothers in
providing for the needs of our homeless brothers and
sisters throughout the years.

Our appreciation goes to our donors for the love and
caring assistance they provide. So much more needs
to be done and we simply cannot do it alone. I have
been so fortunate to be part of this team and to watch
the transformation of each of our guests right before
our eyes.
—Ramona Ramirez, GSC Bookkeeper

None of this could be accomplished without the dutiful staff, the Board of Directors, donors, volunteers,
and our guests. We give thanks for the progress being
made by our clients on a daily basis. The ultimate
thank you is the letter that states, “I have a job and
have reconciled with my family. Thanks to Good
Shepherd Center for giving me the hope and the path
to live a good life. Good Shepherd Center did it with
such dignity and respect. I will never be able to repay
what you have done for me.” This is our thanks! Our
confirmation for a job well done!

From the Executive Director
Ramona is a fabulous example of the wonderful staff,
volunteers and benefactors which the Good Shepherd
Center has been blessed with for our 70 year history. Each of you reading this are our supporters and
we are so very grateful .

with respect for all peoples, no matter their state in
life.

We look forward to meeting with you all again and
to expanding our services in the community. We
remain a source of aid and comfort for those in need,

Thank you!
—Brother Nicolas Foran

As we continue to find our way through this pandemic I hope that we may continue to help those who are
most in need in any way we can.

Book of Life
We pray for our community every day, especially for:

Rest in Peace:

Special Intentions: For Health:

Vincent Costello
Lynn Kasin
Charlie Villa
Don Kramer
George Estes
Louis Sanchez
Jorge Romero
Lawrence Sanchez
Refugio J. Baca
Shirley Cousino
Anna & Frank Russo
Fr. Graham Golden

Trey Bausby
Robert & Lillian Chacon
Paul Cormier
Sheila Freitas
Morris & Rita Galvin
Betty Dorko and Family
For prayer requests:

gsc@gscnm.org
Or submit a request online at:

www.gscnm.org/contact-us

Christy R. Romero
Betty Dorco
George Montoya
(Wife, Mona and Daughter,
Lisa)
Mary & Family
(Daughters, Becky & Mary
Catherine)
David Howson
Beatriz Catania
Mikie Carthy

Thank You for Your Support!
The quality of life for the people served at Good Shepherd Center would be greatly
diminished without the support of generous friends within the local community:

Carl C. Anderson, Sr. and Marie Jo Anderson To Costco who provides us produce, baked goods,
Charitable Foundation for their generous contribu- and other items.
tion.
To our individual and corporate sponsors who join
To The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints us in providing services those most in need.
Bishops’ Storehouse for their generous donation of
To our donors who supported our endeavor to
food and goods.
update our employee first-aid training with Red
To Two Boys Donuts for their tasty treats.
Cross certifications.
To all who have provided food and goods to
support to fulfil our ministry.

Want to Help?

All physical donations may be
made at our location on Iron Ave.

We’re in need of the following items:

New In-package Clothing:

Toiletries:

Belts

Travel-Sized Lotion

Shirts

Travel-Sized Deodorant

Underwear

Travel-Sized Shampoo and Soap

Pants/Shorts

Razors and Travel-Sized Shaving Cream

Undershirts/T-Shirts

Toothbrushes and Travel-Sized Toothpaste

Foods Most In Need:
BOTTLED WATER!

Rice

Canned Tuna and Meat

Spaghetti

Canned and Dried Beans

Powdered Milk

Canned Vegetables and Tomatoes

Coffee (ground or instant)

Founded in 1951 by Brother Mathias Barrett, Good Shepherd Center is a 501
(c)3 nonprofit mission of the Hospitaller Order of St. John of God, province of
the Good Shepherd in North America. All donations are tax deductible.

We at Good Shepherd Center respect the privacy of our friends and benefactors. Our database and mailing
lists remain private and confidential. We do not sell, trade, or share these lists outside the Good Shepherd
Center organization.
If you would like to receive newsletters via email, or if you would like to direct others to the newsletter,
please visit our website.
gscnm.org

gsc@gscnm.org

Twitter.com/gsc_nm

(505) 243-2527

Facebook.com/gscnm.org

218 Iron Ave SW
Albuquerque, NM 87102

